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“Every revolution was first a
thought in one man’s mind.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-
1882)

American Essayist, poet and
philosopher
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Last week | provided you with some information on the National Curriculum and some of the context that sits
around it. This week | would like to further explore the links between schooling and intellectual qualities for the
future.

This, the ‘Year of Creativity’' is quite timely. It could almost be seen as an international phenomenon, given
that Europe is also celebrating a ‘Year of Creativity'.

Professor Anna Craft, University of Exeter and the Open University UK, believes that creativity is essential for
the 21% century. The challenges for us involve balancing the need for accountability and standards with the
need to develop curriculum that extends children’s thinking from the known to the unknown through a creative
lens.

Creativity can be seen as:

»  Life wide

»  Democratic

b Socially and culturally situated
»  Immeasurable

»  Contextualised

To examine this further in a played-based context one might compare children making and decorating a hat.
One group examines the visual appeal of the product and uses a range of materials to decorate their creation.
Another group of children discusses the function of a hat and uses a range of materials to construct a hat of
their own design and tests it to see if it meets the functional requirements. In simple terms, one group is
required to solve a problem for a practical purpose and the other group isn't.

Obviously the problem-solvers are being encouraged to act creatively, think more deeply about what they are
doing and design a solution.

Anna Craft believes it is these problem-solving and real-life experiences that will assist our children to meet
the demands of the 21% century. They will be entering jobs that are not yet in existence and solve
environmental, social and economic problems in the future that have perhaps been created by our generation.

Howard Gardner discusses ‘five minds’; the disciplined mind, synthesising mind, creating mind, respectful
mind and the ethical mind. As well, Gardner makes links with contexts for learning that are real and focuses
on the importance of developing creativity.

He supports the view that less is more. Curriculum should focus on what is importance and be narrower and
deeper, rather than wider and thinner. He also goes on to say that young people of today need to move their
thinking away from ‘Money, Markets and Me’ to ‘Excellence, Engagement, Ethical and We'. Gardner also
suggests we need to be looking towards the globalisation and the biological revolution.

Both Craft and Gardner challenge us to make use of the technologies of today to design classrooms and
programs that will connect with students. Our students today have known only a digital world; they are digital
natives. Just as the industrial revolution changed the world, so too the digital revolution is impacting on the
way we do business.

This week, we have spent a good deal of time focusing on the Year 3, 5 and 7 tests. These are a narrow,
focused set of tests that look at generating point-in-time data on student performance. They do not measure
creativity; the ability to engage meaningfully with a unit of work or problem, extend thinking or develop deep
knowledge. Nor do they encourage the development of intellectual qualities for the future or examine broad
curriculum issues or content. Essentially they provide an accountability function for aspects of literacy
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and numeracy that are important but not
representative of the whole picture of what schools
do.

Last term we started to explore some different
practice through our Gifted Education Mentors which
culminated in our students participating in the
Brisbane Ideas Festival. | have gathered some
feedback on this and it has been interesting to see
what the students thought what did and didn't work
and what could be changed. Overwhelmingly, the
parts of the unit that focused on problem-solving and
interacting with the real world through technology,
excursions or other activities featured highly. This
included our new problem-based maths teaching
approach.

Over coming months our Middle Phase teachers
(Years 4 — 7) will be looking at this data and current
research to assist with a reformation of the middle
phase at Rainworth. Alongside this we have a group
of teachers examining what creativity means for us
and eventually what it looks like in a classroom.

These are some of our challenges for the future,
identified though the Triennial School Review last
year and through current educational research. We
live in an exciting time; given our present direction |
am confident we are well placed to face the
challenges together to achieve good results for
students and prepare them for the future.

Warm regards,

Bill Carey
PRINCIPAL

Arrangements for teacher strike
Tuesday 19 May

I wish to inform all parents and carers that the
Queensland Teachers’ Union announced on Monday
11 May that a state-wide, 24-hour strike will take
place in Queensland state schools on Tuesday 19
May.

This affects our school because some teachers are
likely to take part in this industrial action, along with
their colleagues across the state.

| want to assure our school community that despite
the strike, which runs all day on Tuesday 19 May; our
school will be open to students on this day.

We will put in place special supervisory
arrangements during the normal school hours on
Tuesday 19 May to ensure the safety of all students,
as this is our highest priority. It is likely that regular
classroom activity will be disrupted.

Strike action is being taken in pursuit of a new salary
package for teachers.

Please contact my office with any queries that you
may have regarding the strike and the impact it may
have for your family.

From the Principal

SCHOOLDNEWS

GRIPPS (The Gap Regional Instrumental Primary
Performers’ School) will be performing on Thursday
17 September at The Gap State High School Hall
commencing 6.30pm.

The concert is the culminating event of the four-day
music camp which is attended by over two hundred
students from schools in The Mt Coot-tha Cluster.
Along with Rainworth State School, students from the
following schools will participate in this renowned
event.

Ashgrove State School
Bardon State School

Hilder Road State School
Ithaca Creek State School
Mt Nebo State School
Oakleigh State School
Payne Road State School
St Finbarr’s Primary School
Marist Brothers’ Primary
Mater Dei Primary School
St Joseph’s Primary School
St Peter Chanel Primary School

Rainworth has nominated students to audition for
GRIPPS; the results of which will be known next
month. Please consider coming along to the concert
to witness the music-making talents of primary school
students.

You will be impressed!

Regards,

Stephen Stocker
Deputy Principal

Wednesday 27 May
9.30 — 11.00am
RSVP info@rainworthss.eqg.edu.au

Please advise your friends who may be interested in
attending this event




Readers’ Cup

Our readers are continuing to work through their
novels and develop questions to help each other
prepare for the competition.

Read on!
Jane-Marie Butler & Paula Potter
Teacher-Librarians

Libby Versace HOMEBAKING

Sue Rowsell Libby Versace

Carrie Ritchie Carolyn Berge

Diana Neilson Cate Baldwin

11.30 Shirley Powell

MON 18/5 WED 20/5 FRI 22/5

Renaye Stevens Kirsty Prior Margot Clark

Lisa West Kim Patterson Kerry Leech

Helen Jeremy Heidi Smithers Anne Maree
Steele

HOMEBAKING HOMEBAKING Sally Buckley

Jane Rylance Suzy Tamone 11.30 Evelyn
Smart

Fiona Smith Kathy Stanojevic HOMEBAKING
Sally Buckley
Judy Grimley
Evelyn Smart
Cathy Chan

Library News

Jackie
French’s Visit

Apparently  the  whole
school knew how much fun
we were having with Jackie
because of the noise
J coming from the Multi-
purpose room! It is true we were all having an
informative but very engaging session with one of
Australia’s most talented and renowned children’s
writers. She spoke about her writing, love of reading
and the environment. She told us stories about the
native animals that live on her property and how they
have helped to inspire her writing. Jackie also read
Pete the Sheep with the help of three of our students,
who played the part of three sheepdogs from the
story and the audience were the sheep.

This has inspired the Prep classes and Year 1 to
write their own sequel to one of Jackie’s stories, Too
Many Pears. In this story there is a cow, called
Pamela, who loves eating pears such much that she
crawls through a wombat hole and pulls a tree out of
the ground in order to reach the pear tree. It ends
with Pamela indulging in a pear banquet and looking
very ill after eating 600 pears. So the next day, she
isn't interested in pears but gazes at some apples!
So we are in the process of writing our own stories,
titted Too Many Apples. These stories will be
illustrated, bound and sent to Jackie — she is looking
forward to reading them.

Jackie also donated a signed copy of her new story
The Wombat and the Grand Poohjam - this story
belongs to the series Mates.

Murder under the Microscope

We are busily trying to get to know the crime sites.
Next Monday the victims will be released and on
Tuesday the villains. We have also completed our
catchment profile and our fully fledged investigators.
Agent X is already up to his dastardly deeds. Stay
tuned for more updates!

CREATIVE WRITING, ILLUSTRATION,
DRAMA AND FILM MAKING

During the winter school holidays the State Library of
Queensland will be conducting a week-long camp for
9 to 16 year olds interested in creative writing,
illustration, drama and film making.

Students will have the opportunity to workshop with
professional artists and will develop their multiple
literacy abilities, creative and critical thinking skills
and build confidence in performance through the
exploration of story, language, illustration, film
making and drama.

On the final day, a showcase for family and friends
will celebrate the artists’ achievements during the
week.

WHEN: Camp 1. Monday 29 June — Friday 3 July
9.30am — 4.00pm
Camp 2. Monday 6 July — Friday 10 July
9.30am — 4.00pm

WHERE: The Studio, level 1
State Library of Queensland
Cultural Centre, South Bank

TICKETS: $220 + booking fee (10% discount per
additional sibling)

BOOKINGS: Qtix

ENQUIRIES: 3842 9059

Premier challenges students to
discover books

The Premier's Reading Challenge is on again and all
students from Prep to Year 7 are encouraged to pick
up a book and take part.

The Premier has challenged all Queensland primary
students to read 20 books in 15 weeks and discover
the joy of reading.

The challenge runs from 11 May until 21 August
2009. All students who meet the challenge will
receive a certificate signed by the Premier.

Last year, over 60 000 students read more than one
million books and the goal is to exceed this result in
2009.

Guidelines, registration details and booklists are on
the Premier's Reading Challenge website at
www.education.gld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/

Individual readers, including home educated
students, can register online now. Online registration
closes 22 May.
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\W‘“ Choral Fanfare will be held on

v = Wednesday 20 May at Kedron
State High School from 11am until 12.30pm.

Students are reminded to wear their formal uniform;
girls in check dress, white socks, black shoes and
green hair ribbons and boys in white polo shirt, grey
shorts and socks and black shoes.

Students will travel to the venue by bus that will leave
the school at approximately 10.30am and return at
approximately 1pm. Students will only require a water
bottle as they will eat morning tea prior to their
departure at 10.30am.

A parent helper would be appreciated for the

journey to Kedron State High and to assist with
managing the students whilst we are at the venue. If
you are interested in coming along please contact me
by ringing the school on 3514 9444,

Queensland Youth Music Awards  will take place on
Tuesday 26 May at Aspley State High School
Assembly Hall from 7pm. Again, students are to wear
their formal uniforms for this event.

Transport to and from the venue is the responsibility
of the student’s family. An entry cost of $9 per adult
applies for those wishing to attend the event.
Children and performing students are free of charge.
Please note EFTPOS facilities are not available

On arrival students are required to assemble at
6.45pm to meet Mrs Killen and Mrs Favell.

Year 5 Junior Band will commence rehearsals next
Tuesday 12 May at 11.10am in the Music Room.

Regards,

Moira Killen
Classroom Music Teacher

LA FESTA DELLA REPUBBLICA

Make a model Competition
In this week’s Rainworth Mirror you will find a poster
with details on this exciting new event in our
celebrations for this year's Italian National Day which
will be held on Wednesday 3 June. Special thanks to
our lItalian Captains Arabella Cooke and Griffin
Blaskovich for their initiative.

We are looking forward to seeing your children’s
entries which will all be displayed during the
celebrations.

BRAVO AWARDS
Last week's Bravo Awards were not presented on
Assembly due to the Prep — 3 students’ attendance at
Jackie French’s school visit. These awards will be
presented at this Friday's assembly.

BACIO THOUGHT OF THE DAY
Non dar’ colpa alle stelle, ne’ alla luna; perche’ fu’
nel nostro bacio.

Let's not blame the stars, or the moon; for it was in
our kiss.

Sig Alfredo Ferranti
Italian Embassy

Active School Travel News

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY
National Walk Safely to School Day is this Friday 15
May. Rainworth State School is marking the occasion
with stickers for walkers and a ‘lucky gate prize’ — the
winner will receive a sports store gift voucher to buy
sporting equipment of their choice.

8, 000 primary schools are expected to take part in
Friday's event, with parents and carers walking safely
to school with their children, either all or part of the
way. The event is designed to encourage children to
exercise regularly, including at least 30 minutes of
walking in their daily routine, and to reduce traffic
congestion and vehicle pollution around schools.

Walkers can collect their stickers and ‘lucky gate
prize’ tickets at the school gates on Boundary Road,
Main Avenue or Runic Street. The winner will be
announced at assembly on Friday morning.

For more information on Walk Safely to School Day,
visit www.walk.com.au .

This week’s holder of the Peter Matic Walking
Wheeling Wednesday  Trophy is 2HB.
Congratulations!

Active School Travel Committee

WORKING BEE

The next Working Bee will take
place from 3pm to 6pm on
Sunday 24 May.

If you have the foIIowmg please bring along with you,

Wheel Barrow

Shovel

Steel Rake

Pruning Equipment (Secateurs, Extension

pruning Saw)

Hand Pump Poisoning Bottles
(Please if you bring gear do not feel you need to
lend unless you are comfortable with it.)

| would like to thank you all for taking the time to read
this and look forward to seeing and meeting many of
you over the following years.

Mark Yeates



RAINBOW CARNIVAL
PRE-LOVED STALL
The Convenor of this stall is now collecting
donations.

DONATE — DECLUTTER — RECYCLE
Kids clothes, hats, shoes, toys, games, baby goods

DROP-OFF POINTS
»  During school hours, small items can be left in
the yellow box on the verandah at PYC
}  The front verandah at 92 Greer Street Bardon

Contact Nicole Taylor xju@onthenet.com.au

\%@ KM Club News

Last Friday was the last day of KM Club
for the year and we had a great turn-out
of students and families to tally up a few last laps of
the oval. We finished off with oranges — a sweet and
juicy treat to commemorate the end of a very
successful season.

A total of 12, 837 kilometres have been run, walked,
skipped or jogged, involving almost three quarters of
the school population. Congratulations Genevieve
James with a final tally of 171.5km and Sammy Hogg
with a final tally of 176km.

Every member has achieved their year level target,
so trophies will be issued en masse.

Presentation Morning will be held in the coming
weeks. Along with achievement trophies the
Citizenship Trophy will also be awarded. It's always a
great morning, so watch this space for further details.

I'd like to sincerely thank all the parents who turned
up each session to assist with all the administration
tasks. It was a pleasure working with you again this
year and | look forward to seeing each of you at the
Presentation Morning, along with all the KM Club
members. Congratulations everyone!

Brad and Roberta Walker
KM Club Coordinators

Kelvin Grove State College
OPEN DAY

Prep to Year 12
Wednesday 20 May 2009
3.30pm — 6.00pm
College Hall

(Entrance at top of Tank Street, Kelvin Grove)

Displays

»  Sub-Schools and College Facilities

»  Schools of Excellence: Aviation, Dance, Soccer
and Tennis

b Subject displays and information

»  Academic Achiever Classes

»  Enrolment information

Middle School tours

Student Performances
b Musical, Instrumental and Drama performances

Refreshments available

For more information ph: 3552 7333
Email: info@kelvingrovesc.eq.edu.au

The Gap State High School
OPEN DAY

You are invited to visit The Gap State High School's
Open Day on Sunday 24 May from 10.00am to
2.00pm. Come along and see what our great school
has to offer.

There will be guided tours, performances and
interactive activities throughout the day as well as our
famous P&C — SHAPE Committee BBQ.

The University of Queensland is conducting research
regarding the effectiveness of a brief parenting
seminar for parents who are concerned about their
child’s behaviour.

Child disobedience is common and can be improved.
If you have concerns about your child’s disobedience
the Parenting and Family Support Centre at the
University of Queensland would love to hear from
you. A Triple P — Positive Parenting Program seminar
for parents with young children who display
disobedience has been developed. The seminar will
provide parents with information and helpful everyday
tips for dealing with disobedience and improving their
child’s behaviour. The Triple P Parenting Program is
supported by 25 years of empirical research.

If you are a parent of a 2 to 5-year-old child who
is often disobedient, we would love to hear from
you!

The study hopes to provide support for brief group-
based parenting interventions so that more parents
can have access to parenting advice. Results of this
study will also be available to participants.

Alina Morawska and Danielle Milne
Parenting and Family Support Centre

For more information about the study please contact:
Danielle Milne

Honours Student

Parenting and Family Support Centre

School of Psychology

3365 7307 or email
danielle.milne@ugconnect.edu.au




SCHOLASTIC
BOOK FAIRS

Children’'s Book Sale! Thousands of great titles on
sale, books from as low as $1.00.

Thursday 11 and Friday 12 June
8.30am — 6.00pm

Saturday 13 June
8.00am — 12noon

Scholastic Book Fairs Warehouse
Unit 2, 350 Lytton Road
Morningside

For more information: Ph 1800 024 840 or email
bookfairs@scholastic.com.au

Consider helping with the
Rainworth Voices when they
travel to Kedron State high
School for Choral Fanfare. See
Music News .

Consider attending the Working Bee this Sunday.

School Banking is processed every Wednesday .

Walk to School next Wednesday and enjoy the
benefits.

SCHOOL ABSENCE LINE — 3514 9460

Spread the word about the Rainworth Open Day .

Walk to School on Friday 15 May and celebrate
WSTSD.

Consider donating pre-loved items to the Rainbow
Pre-Loved Stall .

Check LOST PROPERTY .

Watch out for further details about KM Club
Presentation Day .

Consider attending Reconciliation Week
celebrations.

For information about contributions to The Rainworth
Mirror please contact Joanna Evans 3514 9444 or
Email jevan142@eg.edu.au

DEADLINE: TUESDAY 3PM for publication
Thursday
Please supply fully prepared contributions.

Contributions received after this time will be held over
and published in the following week’s Mirror.

No advertising will be accepted.

Contributions are published at the Principal’s
discretion.
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